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rules modifying the principles of the Arab law of suc-
cession ; but the establishment of Courts of Justice
and Law in the interior, by the British Government,
and the consequent abnormal influx of legal practi-
tioners versed in the Arab law of succession, have
prevented the growth of these rules into customs
having the force of law.

That Mohammadans in India are unable to pre-
serve property is, therefore, in some part, due-to the
British Government. It is responsible, though unin-
tentionally, for the decay of our gentry; and, as far as
possible, it is bound to check the minute subdivision
of property which threatens to destroy the entire
Moslem gentry of Hindiistaan at no distant date.

It is not much that we want at the hands of the
Legislature. A section added to the Indian Succes-
sion Act allowing those Mohammadans who might
be desirous of doing so, to make testamentary dis-
positions of their estates, and applying to such
Mohammadans all provisions that relate to wills,
probates, &c.? would be quite sufficient. To obviate
subsequent uncertainty and to prevent future litiga-
tion, Mohammadans desirous of exercising testa-
mentary powers, might be required, as a precautionary
measure, to file a declaration to that effect in a district
registration office. This is all that we require for our
purpose ; but though it is not much for the State to
do, upon it depends our very existence as a unit of
Indian society.